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“RAIDERS UNDETECTED

BY S, RADAR PLANE

A Surveiliance Jet in Saudl Arama' i

Had Sensors Focused on Iran“
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W. _Ig,“ggg'rou, Jupa 9 = The United.
States_was unaware of .the Israeli air”
strike mto Iraq until four hours after it.
-toox place, d
can radar

anes in Saudi Arabia an
Qther intelll resources inthe ‘on
a Pentagon spokesman said teday. i~

e spoxesman, denry k. Catto .Tr.
' said the Government saw 1o reason to be

. concerned that the.intelligence services.
Biad 0ot dlscoversd That the reld wes

lanned or in progress. :#
- "M Catto reported new deta:la. of th
raid as on: today to the Pentagon

by Isvaeli officers. He expressed grudg:
" ing -admiration- for what he. called.th
¢surgical precision” of the bombing, but *,

conidemning theacticnitseif.. - -+

‘The destruction” of the Iraqx nuclear
ptant came as-*‘a- thunderous surpnse,”‘
-Mr. Cattosald.. . wearmm.d -

*We had absolutely no foreknowledge
-of "this,” he said of the Israeiis’ raid.]
“You cannot but admire their technical|
“proficiency, which is what they-dis.|-
" played, but we stmngly condemn the
- act.” .

. F-18's Did theBom‘bing :
* The.Israeli strike force was, chsclosed

to havée consisted of eight F-16’s, which |’
did the bombing, and six.F-15’s, which

......

some-’ American. officials thought the
bombing had been done by F-4 Phantoms.

The: Israehs hit their-target at 6:30
P.M. Sunday, Baghdad time (11:30 A.M.
" Fastern daylight time).. Mr. Catto said
Israeli officials. informed the Ameriw.n
Embassy inTel. Avivat3.40PM.. Ex

The spokm said United States
radar planes in Saudi Arabia could not |+
monitor ther Israeli raid. because they
_were too faraway and were !ocused ina
dxfferent direcﬁcn.

Mr. Catto sa.ld a radar plaze on patrol
at the time had its sensor equipment was
focused east across the Persian Gulf to-

»ward Iran and not to the north, where the}
"Israelis wers flying. The plane saw “nota

The United States sent four ot the"sxéo

; . . .
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ite the presenceof Ameri-!-
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‘Line !ndicatw path of Israéll jetﬁ over .‘Iorﬂan and Saud] Arabla on wayt hlt =

"Joined other Government spokamen byl Iraal reactor {eross). First reports had saiﬂ iets s!drted Jordan. :
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mx!lmn plan& to Saudx Arabxa in Saptem—
ber, after the Iragi-Iranian.war broke
‘out. Defense officials said the planes|sa
.generally patrol at about 30, 000 feet over
northeastern Saudi Arabia..
~ The raddr planes are packed with sen-
sors that can pick up low-ilying planes 250
miles away and high-flying planes 330

B -,....'-r_-.

'.'. miles.away. Mr. Catto said the mission

and operations of the radar planes would
not be changed because of the raid. o

The briefing by Israeli offxcers this
morning, together with other information
from American sources and from a
knowledge of: Israeli tactics, enabled
-American -military .. analysts
structtheraid..,.” . i

7. Accarding to the analysts decepnon

was crucial, and for several days before
the.raid the Israeli planes flew. training
=I'exercises. The actual raxd was’ made to
look like a routine drill, [:

- The strike force refueled shortly after
takeoﬂ because getting' aloft consumes
much fuél,‘ then flew at a high altitude

over Jordan, using Jordanian tactics and | -

1 Jordanian- call signs.to- 'appear to any |-
radar operator-like a Jordanian training
mission. Before the Israeli briefing, it
was thought by the Americans that the
raiders had sought toavoid Jordan. .
“The flight continued over the northern
‘corner of Saudi Arabia and into Iraq,
droppmg ta (( few hundred feet tg elude

Iraq; radar. As the F-16's clcsed on the'
target, they climbed to take aim. At the
same time, the F-15’s-took a blocking
position between the target and the near.
est Iraqi airbase. The pla.nes also tumed
on their radar jammers. it
The F-16’s dropped 2 OOD-nound bombs’
on the target with such precision that
reconnaissance photographs showed all
direct hits and no craters from misses.
The Israelis told the Americans that they
had used conventional bombs, not preci-
sion-guided bombsas thought y&sterday.

The analysts said-that, so far’as they
could determine, no Iragi hgnters rose to

‘| meet the Israelis nor did Iraq’s Soviet-
made missile launchers fu'e any surface-

to-air missiles. - - 2
Secretary of Energy J ames B. Ed-
wards said in a news conference that, “to

‘my knowledge, there was. no releasé of
‘radioactivity” as a result of the raid. Is-

raeli officials said the raid had been

“timed before the installation of nuclear

fuel to avoid the escape of radxanon.

“The American analysts said the Israeh
strike force, which suffered no losses, re-
turned by a different but geneyally paral-
lel route, with the ¥-16’s again refueling
in flight. They said the refueling could
have come from a high-flying tanker ¢ pos-
ing as an airliner or from a smatiler, low-
ﬂying tanketm a tnckier mageuver. -
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